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Our
Mission

Since the early 1980's South
West Music has played an

important role in our
communities, developing a

passion for music in people of
all ages through music

education and live music
experiences.

With the assistance of funding
through the Department of
Education and the constant

support from the Association of
NSW Regional Conservatoriums,

we continue to expand the
reach of our operations through

face to face interactions and
online lessons and concerts.

Our Vision

Inspiring
Lifelong

Passion for
Music

To Promote,
Foster and

Develop
Music

Throughout
the Region

Our Values
Excellence

Lifelong Learning
Collaboration
Diversity and

Inclusion
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Firstly,  on behalf of the Board of Management I would like
to acknowledge the Traditional Owners of the land on which

our Conservatorium stands, the Wamba Wamba Perrepa
Perrepa Peoples, and pay our respects to their Elders past,

present and emerging.
 

Secondly, I would like to congratulate the staff, volunteers,
students and families of the South West Music Regional

Music Conservatorium on another successful year. We have
risen to face many challenges along the way and in turn

developed our resilience and strategic focus in line with our
values and objectives.  2019 – 2020 has seen us settle in to

our new premises with the support of Greg Danckert in the
temporary role as Director. We hosted a number of

successful performances on site to see out the the old year
and bring in the new.

 
From our performance reporting to the Department of

Education came the acknowledgement of our hard work and
the wonderful news of an increase in funding in line with an

upgrade to a Tier 4 Conservatorium.
 

In March 2020, our much anticipated new Director, Peter
Wardrobe, commenced his tenure with SWM, and hit the

ground running. Following the declaration of the COVID19
pandemic and the closure of schools, Peter and his

administration staff instigated a transition to online
learning and zoom meetings for the staff, students and
Board of Management. This was one of many immense

challenges undertaken at South West Music to ensure that
quality lessons continued and our use of technology enabled

us to forge a path ahead for further growth and
opportunities.

Chair's Report
Carlee Rundell-Gordon

In Leonard Bernstein’s words, 
“This will be our reply to adversity: 

To make music,
More intensely

More beautifully
More devotedly 

than ever before”
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Board of
Management 
Carlee has been involved with the Board of South West

Music since 2009 as Vice-Chair and more recently as
Chair.  Carlee is a small business owner and importer,

with a significant amount of experience travelling,  living
and working internationally, which has fuelled her

passion for diversity in world music.
Carlee’s University studies include science, psychology

and sociology and she has worked as a registered nurse,
community services manager and a myriad of

experiences in the food/beverage and retail industries.
Carlee’s passion for music and music education stems
from her childhood when she learnt to play the piano

and guitar encouraged by a very musical family. 

Geoff is the Customer Service Manager with Murray
Irrigation, Australia’s largest private irrigation water

delivery company.  He brings over 30 years of experience
in both the developmentand provision of customer
focussed services across a range of industries from

retail to community service and agribusiness.  
Geoff also has extensive experience and skills in corporate
governance, risk management and strategic planning and

has been involved with the South West Music Board of
Management in various capacities since the

1990’s.  He is committed to the benefits of providing
excellence in music education and performance in

regional areas.

Carlee Rundell-Gordon

Geoff Mann
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Board of
Management 

 
Cheryl is a retired Primary School Principal but still
enjoys a casual role supporting special education

programs at Deniliquin South Primary School. She has
worked in education for 40 years and has shared her
passion for music through her classroom teaching,
conducting school choirs and coordinating school

musicals. Cheryl has a  B.A., Dip Ed., Grad Dip. (Speech
& Language), A.Mus.A. (Pianoforte)

 Cheryl’s interest in our Conservatorium commenced in
the early 1980’s with the setting up of the

Deniliquin/Finley Instrumental Tuition Program. Since
then she has been a long term member of the Board and

the Live Music Committee. 

I am a keen musician and songwriter playing regularly
with local bands around the region. I believe
wholeheartedly in the creative and spiritual

nourishment that music brings to people, especially
when you can play how you feel and communicate to
yourself and others through music. South West Music

provides a fantastic platform from which young and old
can launch into the harmonic realm through music

education and participation. I am proud to contribute in
my small way to connecting people with their

musical selves.

Andrew Howley is a local business owner who
has lived and worked in Deniliquin most of his life. Andrew

served as a Councilor with the Deniliquin Council and become
involved with South West Music through this avenue. 

Andrews skills are in the area of engineering and has a lot of
experience in problem solving. Andrew has found being
involved with South West Music to be a very rewarding

experience and is pleased with the service the organisation
delivers to the local region.

Cheryl Fuller

Andrew Howley

Dale McNeil
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Director's Report
Peter Wardrobe

SWMRC has seen many changes during the past 12 months. From moving
into our new home that was the old Commonwealth Bank building at 

241 Cressy St in July, to entering and adapting to the new COVID-19
influenced world. One certainly can’t say that this year is has been

uneventful. 

Coming from a background in music education and related
technology, my position as Director started in March, just prior to the
initial COVID-19 restrictions. My initial impressions of the staff here at

SWM have remain unchanged. The team consists of a group of people very
passionate about making music education and live music performance

available across the community. From Anne our Administration Manager
keeping the ship running,  Dana coordinating live music and the Concert

Series of events through to all our teachers who deliver instrumental
lessons and classroom music.

 As an indicator of SWM’s valued place in the community even
through the most challenging times, our community has been constantly
engaging with us. Whether this be by simply accommodating a changed
lesson time due to changes in circumstance through to moving to lesson

and classroom music delivery via technology. 
 

A memorable moment for me was the first weekend I started in the role at
South West Music. We had our annual “Swing on the Grass” event at the

Deniliquin Golf Club and I was asked to introduce the band and help
support the event, and what a great event it was. The band were amazing

musicians, the location next to the
9th green was picture perfect and the audience had a great time!    

Our classroom music program has weathered the storm of
COVID-19 restriction and in addition to our core partner schools, sees the
return of one school we have previously worked with (Wakool P.S.) and a

new relationship with our most distant school yet, St Joseph’s Parish
School in Hillston. Chris Bodey has worked tirelessly liaising and

communicating with schools to ensure a smooth return to lesson delivery.
 
 

Finally, I would like to thank the South West
Music Regional Conservatorium Board of

Management for the support, guidance and
energy that they have provided to the
institution over the past 12 months.

Sponsors and volunteers are the special part of
our team that make things happen “behind the

scenes” and to not-for-profit
organisations, especially those in the world of
Education and the Arts are vitally important.
From cash support, to significant discounts

through to getting
“hands on” at our events, they help us do what

we do, and for that we thank you. 
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Enrich more People
Whether through an individual lesson,
playing in an ensemble, learning in a

classroom setting at school or attending
a live music performance, 
South West Music Regional

Conservatorium (SWMRC) has provided
opportunities to enrich the lives

of children and adults, in our region,
through music.

Our seven teachers have delivered 2920
lessons over the last 12 months.

We have engaged 608 students in music
lessons, using 13 different instruments.

Students, teachers and visiting artists have
performed to 4371 audience members.

And to top it all off… our teachers have
travelled approx. 68,000km to 19 schools to
achieve this. That’s equivalent to 4.5 laps
around Australia.
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Elevate Our Profile
On 9 July 2019 South West Music Regional
Conservatorium relocated to the old
Commonwealth Bank building at 241-245 Cressy
Street, Deniliquin. 

The beautiful heritage listed, art deco premises
features additional dedicated tuition studios,
significantly increased performance space and
seating capacity, and a hub of town location. No
one need be surprised anymore that there’s a
music conservatorium in town! 

Such an outstanding facility offers, the potential
for South West Music to act as the home of live
music in our region, hosting local and visiting
artists, as well as offering workshops and
professional development opportunities
delivered in‑person and online.



2019-2020

Embracing
Performance

Our second Student Awards night, held at the Baptist
Church, was a great success and a great venue. All who
attended enjoyed the night despite the 43 degree heat.

Staff and 2019 Scholarship recipients performed to a crowd
of 120 family and friends.

Many students also performed at our regular Student
recitals and Muso Nights held monthly at the Deniliquin

Club.

2019 was a year for celebrations as we officially opened
our newly relocated conservatorium in conjunction with
our annual Tutor Concert. We packed the house with 160

parents, students and friends attending the evening.

Five members of staff generously donated their time, in
February this year, to perform at a local Bushfire

fundraiser that raised approx. $15,000. These funds were
distributed to bushfire victims, through our local Rotary

Bushfire Appeal.

We look forward to increasing all performances
opportunities when COVID restrictions are finally lifted.
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2019-20 was an exciting and eventful year for the Live
Music program! The timing of our August Tutor Concert
tied in nicely with an Official Opening of our new
Conservatorium premises. Local members, Department
of Education officials, school principals, Mayors of all
municipalities we teach within, Board members and
Live Music sponsors all received written invitations and
VIP seating. 

Speeches delivered by our Board Chair, Carlee
Rundell‑Gordon, and Board and Live Music Committee
member, Cheryl Fuller, were very well received. The
FREE event was booked out within a week of seating
becoming available!

Live Music Events
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Following that experience, we took our very first foray
into presale ticketing for our Emma Pask concert, as an
added benefit to our yearly subscribers. 

Later, we partnered successfully with the Conargo Hall
Committee for our Small Town Folk feat. The audience
enjoyed the Cartridge Family concert performance which
included catering provided by the Hall Committee for
our 15 September event. 

The Live Music Committee displayed our ability to adapt
quickly when rain came into play for our Season Opening
on 4 February by relocating to another venue on the
morning of the event and successfully mitigating any
inconvenience to our patrons. 

The Season Opening followed a multicultural theme
where we secured highly talented, experienced and
respected global artist, Tenzin Choegyal. 

Our program came to a swift conclusion directly
following Swing on the Grass when COVID‑19
necessitated the suspension of any further live music
events.

Live Music Events
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Our classroom music program has continued to be a
highlight across the region in 2019-20. Delivering a fun
music experience to 13 schools with 280 children and

21 public school teachers participating
 

The program has continued to be met with great
enthusiasm by both Public and Catholic schools across
the Southern Riverina. A sure sign of our success and
popularity is the continued support we receive from

our long term
partner schools.

 
Our Classroom music program covers a broad

geographical footprint north to Booligal, Hay and
Carrathool, across to Jerilderie, Berrigan, Tocumwal,

Finley and Blighty as well as here in Deniliquin. 
 

The COVID-19 pandemic saw a halt to our classroom
program from March 2020, until we successfully

developed teaching strategies using Zoom
teleconferencing software.

 Again, our long term schools in Booligal, Carrathool
and Blighty supported our efforts.

Classroom Music
Program

2019-2020
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Ensuring
Sustainability

The elevation from Tier 3 to Tier 4 funding by the
NSW Department of Education sets a clear

direction for South West Music Regional
Conservatorium for the current triennium funding

period and the forseeable future. 

The increase in funding requires an increase in
deliverables across all aspects for the organisation,

including but not limited to student numbers,
performance opportunities and delivery of live

music events, professional development within the
public school system and an increase in lesson

offerings. 

Guided by its Strategic, Business and Marketing
Plans, the organisation has implemented a range

of strategies to ensure sustainability including
upgrading teaching technology,  programs

enabling us to engage and educate teachers and
students remotely, the creation of additional

teaching studios and enhancing the usability of
our performance space with upgraded sound and

lighting equipment

Further strategies in planning include the
development of additional teaching programs such

as early childhood education and community
music, and the recruitment of additional teaching

staff.
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Brett learnt piano at a young age then went on to
learn classical guitar. Brett continued on the

guitar journey,attending Lismore Conservatorium
of Music and Box Hill College of Music, where he
studied Jazz and Improvisation and completed a

Higher Diploma of Commercial Music.
Brett enjoys all styles of guitar including rock,

blues, jazz, country and folk.
Brett has been teaching at SWMRC for nearly

twenty years, holds a current Cert 4 in
Assessment and Training and enjoys teaching his
students contemporary Guitar, bass and conducts

ensembles.

Tomoko started playing piano at the age of
four and by the age of 16 she successfully
passed her Grade 8 piano exams with the

Yamaha Music School in Japan.
Tomoko holds an Associate Degree in

Preschool Education and recently sat for her
AMEB Performance Certificate. 

Tomoko started at SWM in 2015 and has a
studio of 60 students. She prefers playing

classical piano and enjoys the fun and energy of
playing the Electone.

Staff Profiles
Chris is a multi-instrumentalist who has been

playing guitar, in all of its many forms for more
than 50 years. Currently focusing on

delivering classroom music programs in primary
schools in the Southern Riverina, Chris has

developed and expanded the ukulele program to
reach as many as 400 students a week.

Chris Bodey

Brett Allitt

Tomoko Niwa



2019-2020 2019-2020

George commenced playing the piano at the
age of 6 and has managed to love and play
music ever since. He studied clarinet under

AMEB Examiner Edward Oxley before serving 10
years as a musician in the army band. During

this service that he attended the Defence Force
School of Music.

He has been teaching music for 25 years 
teaching principally Flute, Clarinet, and

Saxophone and is a member of the Australian
Band and Orchestra Directors Association.

Sophie was 12 years old when she decided she
wanted to be a singer. Sophie completed Senior

Music for her HSC and holds a Cert III in Early
Childhood Education & Care.

Sophie has been with SWM for 4 years and
enjoys sharing the positive impact of music with

her students and seeing them reach their
personal goals.

Campbell has been teaching percussion for 20
years both here at South West Music and

Orange Conservatorium. 
Campbell holds a Diploma in Jazz studies from

Adelaide University and has performed on
stages all over Australia.

Campbell has been teaching at South West
Music for 10 years.

Staff Profiles
George Maddison

Sophie Butcher

Campbell Robinson
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Currently the Director of SWMRC, Peter holds a
Bachelor of Teaching and a Bachelor of Arts.

Peter was a teacher with the Dept of Education
for several years and since 2012 worked with
Musical Futures Australia and Yamaha Music

Australia as an Education Specialist. Peter is an
experienced musician and plays numerous

instruments. 

Richard Sievers is an educator, filmmaker and
classically trained musician. His professional life has

included performing with companies such as
Orchestra Victoria, Sadler’s Wells Ballet, Melbourne

Philharmonic Orchestra and the Bolshoi Ballet.
 Richard was the first Regional Music Coordinator for

the South West Region of NSW and is currently the
Musical Director for the Edward River Concert Band.

Richard teaches vocal and brass to students of all
ages and holds a Certificate IV in Training and

Assessment, Statement of Attainment - Design and
develop assessment tools and a Statement of

Attainment  - Address adult language, literacy and
numeracy skills.

Staff Profiles

Anne Atley 
 Administration Manager

Dana McNally 
 Projects and Concert Coordinator

Administration
Staff

Richard Sievers

Peter Wardrobe
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